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when the Normal School was made up of only
156 students, the principal, and 11 faculty
members, West Chester University has blos-
somed and expanded as a provider of quality
education for today’s young people.

Today, more than 10,000 undergraduate
students and nearly 2,000 graduate students
are enrolled at West Chester University, re-
ceiving an affordable quality education. In fact,
West Chester University is now the second
largest of the institutions that make up Penn-
sylvania’s State system of higher education.

The university offers these students a wide
variety of educational opportunities, including
degrees in the arts and sciences, teacher
training and certification, continuing education
classes for adults, and advance study in medi-
cine, law, and education. In fact, I am so con-
vinced of the superior educational offerings of
my alma mater that I didn’t hesitate when two
of my three daughters told me that they want-
ed to attend West Chester University.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be a graduate
of this fine institution. I am confident West
Chester University will continue to bring a
high-quality education experience to the com-
munity as well as the entire Delaware Valley.
I know my colleagues join me in congratulat-
ing West Chester University on 125 years of
excellence in education.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to a truly altruistic organization,
the Kiwanis Club of North Hudson, Inc., as it
celebrates the 75th anniversary of its charter
which was signed on March 1, 1922. This
milestone in the history of the North Hudson,
New Jersey area will be remembered at a
gathering on April 26, 1997 at Louis Res-
taurant in Union City.

Kiwanis Clubs throughout the United States
have a long history of service to their commu-
nities. The Kiwanis Club of North Hudson is
certainly no exception. Over the past 75 years,
the men and women of this organization have
endeavored to make the lives of area resi-
dents a little brighter through their selfless
dedication to those in need. Their commitment
to excellence was cemented with the dedica-
tion of Kiwanis Plaza on September 27, 1994,
located on Bergenline Avenue in Union City.

The Kiwanis Club of North Hudson has
made a profound impact on the lives of com-
munity members fortunate enough to have
benefited from its charitable endeavors. Mu-
nicipalities throughout the area have seen
their residents obtain scholarships and other
financial assistance through funds raised by
the devoted members of this group. The kind
efforts of Kiwanis Club members will long be
remembered.

The diamond anniversary of the Kiwanis
Club of North Hudson celebrates the extraor-
dinary contributions of the club’s living past
presidents. A roll of presidents will take place,
where all members will be honored for their
unique contributions to the history of this ex-
emplary organization.

It is an honor to have a notable organization
such as the Kiwanis Club of North Hudson
serving the residents of my district. It is a shin-
ing example of community service at its best.
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Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay homage to a former distinguished member
of the U.S. Congress. I speak of Herman Eu-
gene Talmadge, U.S. Senator from the State
of Georgia, former chairman of the Senate Ag-
riculture Committee and vice chairman of the
Senate Finance Committee. On Wednesday,
April 23, 1997, I had the honor of delivering
the keynote address at the dedication of the
Herman Talmadge Highway in Hampton, GA.
I wish to enter those remarks into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD in honor of Senator Her-
man Talmadge.
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE MAC COLLINS, ON THE

DEDICATION OF HERMAN TALMADGE HIGH-
WAY, HAMPTON, GA, APRIL 23, 1997
It is not only a privilege but a pleasure to

be here today with so many of Georgia’s past
and present leaders to honor a special man.
I want to extend a special thank you to Agri-
culture Commissioner Tommy Irving for act-
ing as our Master of Ceremonies today and
also to my good friend Rogers Wade who was
responsible for organizing this wonderful
event. As many of you know, Rogers was the
Chief-of-Staff to our honoree for many years.
Rogers took the lessons he learned from him
to become one of Georgia’s premier govern-
mental specialists.

I also want to recognize my friend Wayne
Shackleford. His leadership as Commissioner
of Transportation has given Georgia one of
the best highway systems in the nation. And
last, but certainly not least, I know all of
you will join with me in thanking the Honor-
able Zell Miller, Governor of the Great State
of Georgia, for the outstanding job he has
done over the past six years.

Governor, the legacy you will leave in-
cludes a state that is recognized as a leader
in helping people move from welfare rolls to
payrolls; a state that provides a better edu-
cation for our children; and a state that is
responsible and accountable to its citizens.
For this, we owe you our gratitude.

I know that you, as well as everyone here
today, has admired the man we are here to
honor. His distinguished career has included
serving his nation as a Naval officer during
World War II, as Governor, and a United
States Senator. The Honorable Herman Tal-
madge, a son of Georgia. While Herman Tal-
madge rose to great heights in our nation’s
government, he never forgot where he came
from or whom he represented.

Herman Talmadge has always been the
champion of rural America. During his long
career as a public servant, he stood for every
American who has farmed an acre of land or
run the family-owned business found in
small towns across rural America. He
worked for all Americans who worked with
their hands and their backs to earn an hon-
est living and provide a home for their fami-
lies.

Herman Talmadge knows these people. But
more importantly, he genuinely cares for
them. He was born and raised in rural
McRae, Georgia, where the majority of peo-
ple made their living by farming, or operat-

ing or working for small businesses located
around the town square. He lived what many
people only talk about today—family values,
love of God and Country, community service,
and the pride and rewards of work.

His love of politics and the desire to help
the people came naturally. His father, Gene
Talmadge, was elected Governor of Georgia
four times. Following his graduation from
the University of Georgia School of Law, a
young Herman Talmadge was tapped to run
his father’s campaign for the United States
Senate. Gene Talmadge lost to the incum-
bent Senator but went on to win his third
term as Governor two years later. And his
son was right there with him. Herman Tal-
madge gained valuable hands-on experience
and state-wide contacts that would serve
him well in the years to come.

Following the campaign, he joined the
United States Naval Reserve and was com-
missioned an ensign. During World War II,
his bravery and courage were demonstrated
time and again as he requested transfer from
state-side duty to the Pacific theater. There,
he took part in the invasion of Guadalcanal,
the battle of Okinawa and other encounters
with the Japanese Fleet. On V–J Day, Lieu-
tenant Commander Herman Talmadge en-
tered Tokyo Bay with the U.S. Navy forces.

After the war, he returned home and man-
aged his father’s last campaign. In 1946, the
Honorable Gene Talmadge was elected to his
fourth term as Governor of Georgia. But
prior to taking office, the Governor-elect
passed away. The vacancy left by the death
of Gene Talmadge resulted in what can only
be called an ‘‘interesting’’ political situation
in Georgia. Herman Talmadge was elected by
the Georgia House of Representatives to fill
the term won by his father. But the incum-
bent Governor and just-elected Lieutenant
Governor also claimed the chief Executive’s
office. Eventually, the State Supreme Court
ruled in favor of the Lieutenant Governor.

In 1948, Herman Talmadge left the shadow
of his famous father and launched his own
political career by running for the office his
father had won four times. He campaigned on
issues that were the hallmarks of his career
in the Governor’s office and the United
States Senate. When he won, he carried
through on his promises to help the rural
areas of Georgia.

As the nation’s then youngest Governor,
Herman Talmadge launched a campaign to
modernize his state. He built roads and
bridges to link the vast stretches of rural
Georgia. He built hospitals in rural areas
where there were none before. These facili-
ties brought health care to an entire class of
people who had little or no access to medical
care. The new Governor deeply believed in
education. He built new schools for our chil-
dren and dedicated a portion of the sales tax
to increasing teacher salaries.

But no matter what projects Gov. Herman
Talmadge built or what programs he imple-
mented, he did so only if the State of Geor-
gia could afford them and pay for them. He
was a deficit hawk long before that term be-
came popular.

In 1956, he won a seat in the United States
Senate where he continued his work—only
now it was for all Americans. As Chairman
of the Senate Agriculture, Forestry and Nu-
trition Committee, Senator Talmadge was
responsible for the passage of many laws
that revitalized rural America and greatly
improved the quality of life for all our citi-
zens. As his former Senate colleague, Robert
Byrd of West Virginia, so eloquently stated
in 1980, the legislation crafted by Herman
Talmadge is the ‘‘blueprint for the entire
structure of our agricultural, rural develop-
ment and nutrition policies.’’

Senator Talmadge believed that no child
or adult should go hungry in a country that
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